
 
 
20 Ways to Pray for our Friends, Family and Co-workers 
February 17 – April 4 2021 
 
Prayers for Salvation 
We begin with prayers for salvation. Each of these prayers seeks the same thing, but in a 
different way or from a different angle or using different language. Each of them is grounded in 
a specific text of Scripture. 
 
1. Pray that God would give them a heart of flesh. 
Ezekiel 11:19  
19 I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them 
their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. (NIV) 
 
2. Pray that God would put his Spirit within them. 
Ezekiel 36:27  
27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my 
laws. (NIV) 
 
3. Pray that they would come to Christ.  
Matthew 11:28  
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. (NIV) 
 
4. Pray that God would open their hearts to believe the gospel.  
Acts 16:14  
14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 
(NIV) 
 
5. Pray that God would free them from the slavery of sin.  
Romans 6:17  
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from 
your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. (NIV) 
 
6. Pray that God would remove Satan’s blinding influence .  
2 Corinthians 4:4  
4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (NIV) 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Pray that God would grant them repentance. 
2 Timothy 2:25–26  
25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 
leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape 
from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. (NIV) 
 
Prayers for You 
You have prayed for unbelievers using different words and approaching from different angles, 
but you should also pray for yourself. 
 
8. Pray that you will develop relationship with them. 
Romans 10:14  

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching 
to them? (NIV) 
 
9. Pray for opportunities to minister to them.  
Matthew 5:16  
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. (NIV) 
 
10. Pray for a servant’s heart  
Matthew 20:26–28  
26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (NIV) 
 
11. Pray for them faithfully and persistently. (See also the parable of the persistent widow in 

Luke 18:1-8.) 
Colossians 4:2  
2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. (NIV) 
 
12. Pray for a burden to plead for their souls.  
Romans 10:1  
Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be 
saved. (NIV) 
 
13. Pray for boldness in generating and taking opportunities to speak the gospel.  
Ephesians 6:19–20  
19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it fearlessly, as I should. (NIV) 
 
 



 
 
14. Pray for other believers to encounter them.  
1 Corinthians 3:6–7  
6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 
(NIV) 

Other	Prayers	

15. Pray that God would use any circumstance to do his work in them.  
Matthew 6:10  
10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. (NIV) 
 
16. Pray that God would extend his mercy to them.  
2 Peter 3:9  
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (NIV) 
 
17. Pray with confidence.  
James 5:16  
16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. (NIV) 
 
Actual Prayers to Pray:   
Insert the names of your friends in the blanks: 
 
18. Create in _______ a pure heart O, God and renew a steadfast spirit within ________. 

Restore to ______ the joy of his/her salvation and grant _______ a willing spirit to sustain 
him/her. Psalms 51:10 & 12  

 
19. Restore _______, O God Almighty; make Your face shine upon _______ that he/she may be 

saved. Psalm 80:7 
 
20. May You, Lord, the God of all grace, restore _______ and make him/her strong, firm and 

steadfast. I Peter 5:10  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KEYS TO EFFECTIVE PRAYER? 
 
1. Pray in the name of Jesus. 
John 14:13–14 (NIV) 
13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
 
2. Pray in the Spirit  
Ephesians 6:18 (NIV) 

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
 
3. Pray in obedience to God.  
Psalm 66:18–20 (NIV) 

18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened;  
19 but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer.  
20 Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld his love from me! 
 

4. Pray in fellowship with believers. 
Mark 11:25 (NIV) 
25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so 
that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
 
5.  Pray in faith. 
Matthew 21:22 (NIV) 
22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 
 
When you are praying… 

• in the will of God 
• in Jesus’ name  
• in the Spirit  
• in obedience  
• in fellowship  

…faith will be there. 

 


